Headmistress: Mrs PJ Prescott BSc NPQH

GT/cpt/phs
23 February 2018
Dear Parent
Trip: Music, Drama, and Art tour to New York February 2019
This is the trip of a lifetime for anyone passionate about the Arts! A chance to work with
inspirational Broadway stars, experience renowned works of art by Picasso and Van Gogh, and
perform concerts among the iconic skyscrapers of Manhattan, while staying in a luxurious East Side
hotel within easy access of cheesecake and pretzels.
Year (s)/Group(s): Students in Year 9 and above (current Year 8 +) and any paying parents or
grandparents who would like to travel with us and participate in the fun!
Date of trip departure: Monday 18 February 2019
Length of trip: 6 days/4 nights (return flight is overnight, leaving the US Friday night and
returning to the UK on Saturday morning, 23 February)
Purpose of trip and proposed activities*:






To perform concerts at venues such as St Paul’s or Trinity Church, the United Nations,
and a retirement or care home
To participate in two Broadway theatre workshops, led by Broadway professional and
attend a Broadway show
To visit internationally famous museums such as the Metropolitan Museum of Art and the
Museum of Modern Art
To tour the Empire State Building
To ride on the Staten Island Ferry taking in views of the Statue of Liberty, Brooklyn Bridge,
and Wall Street

There will also be time built into the itinerary for other sight-seeing and shopping.
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Also included in this trip*:






4 x continental breakfasts at the Morning Star Restaurant
2 course meal with drinks at Planet Hollywood (set menu)
2 course meal with soft drink at Hard Rock Café (set menu)
3 course meal including soft drink at Ellen’s Stardust Diner
Meal at Buca di Beppo (set menu)

*Subject to final confirmation with the travel company.
This trip will be an excellent opportunity to develop social, cultural, and organisational skills, raise
geographical awareness and have an enjoyable, educational five days in the magical “Big Apple” that
is New York City.
It is open to all who are interested in music, drama, and art. You do not have to be a specialist in
those subjects to go on this trip, but you are expected to take part in the workshops, sing or play
in the concerts, and sketch or join in discussions at the museums. Everyone will take part in all
excursions and events.
Total Cost: £1620 (estimate based on a group size of 20 pupils. It is expected that this will be a
popular and over-subscribed trip, in which case, our group size could be larger and the cost will be
less). Paying adults on this trip may have to pay more than pupils and a single room supplement is
required if not sharing a room.
The price covers UK airport coach transfers from school, return flights and hotel transfers, meet
and greet at New York airport, subway travel pass, one piece of checked-in hold luggage per
person each way, 4 nights hotel, morning and evening meals, excursions and entrance fees,
arrangements and advance publicity for the concerts, tourist taxes, fully comprehensive GDST
travel insurance and ABTA bonding.
Initial Deposit of £240 required by: Friday 2 March
Space on the trip is limited and bookings will be accepted on a ‘first-come, first-served’ basis on
receipt of a completed Booking and Consent form (see below) and deposit of £240 by any of
these methods:



Cheque payable to Portsmouth High School
Payment by Agora
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Payment via BACS to account no. 24060666, sort code 60-04-04
By Worldpay

If you are successful in securing a place on this trip, the deposit becomes non-refundable when we
confirm the booking with the travel company. The remaining balance of £1380 must be paid by
Friday 12 October 2018. We recommend paying in two instalments of £690: the first by Friday 8
June and the final payment by Friday 12 October 2018, but you may make smaller, more regular
payments at any time, as long as the balance is paid by 12 October 2018.
Extra costs that may be incurred: ESTA (available online for around £9), Travel Visas &
passports, meals en-route and lunchtime meals ($15 US dollars per day is the suggested amount),
musical instrument baggage charges (for larger instruments), insurance for musical instruments and
equipment, the optional trip hoodie and souvenirs. Airlines cannot guarantee that musical
instruments can be checked in free of charge and larger instruments may have to be checked into
the hold at extra cost.
Location/venue: We will be staying in Courtyard Midtown East hotel. Students will be
accommodated on a bed share basis as is the norm when staying in the USA (i.e. two students
sharing a double bed).
Trip Leader: Mr G Tinsley, Director of Music, lived and studied in New York and has extensive
experience organising and running trips.
Please complete and return the attached form and return to the black mailbox in the pupil entrance in an
envelope clearly marked with your daughter’s name, form and trip title.
Please address any questions regarding this trip to the Receptionist on 023 9282 6714.
Yours sincerely

Trip Leader
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EDUCATIONAL VISIT BOOKING & CONSENT FORM
Trip: Music, Drama, and Art tour to New York February 2019
Date: 18 – 23 February 2019

Location/venue: New York City, USA
Trip Leader: Mr G Tinsley

Pupil Name: …………………………..

Form: …………………………

Parental Consent:
I confirm that I have read the information provided, and wish my daughter to take part in the visit including
the activities described.
I enclose/have arranged a non-refundable deposit of £240, payable to Portsmouth High School.

Parent/Guardian Authorisation
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