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Top grades are celebrated
at Portsmouth High School...
A Levels
Over 90% A* to C

GCSEs
98% A* to C/9-5

In the last few months the girls
at Portsmouth High School have
been very busy indeed. They
have visited some amazing places
through our trip programme and
taken part in school activities,
which has enhanced their
experience of school.
The results in the summer
examinations were nothing short
of brilliant and the girls were
truly deserving of the praise they
received. These photographs give
an idea of just how enjoyable and
enlightening are the opportunities
on offer at Portsmouth High
School.
Jane Prescott
Headmistress
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Examination
success
The weather was not the only reason to celebrate this summer.
Portsmouth High Sixth Formers were delighted to achieve over 90%
A* to C grades in their A Levels with an excellent spread of top
grades over all subjects.
The majority of girls who sat mathematics gained an A* to B and
all the girls who sat geography received A*/A; 100% of girls who
sat a modern language gained an A*to B and 98% of the year
group gained an A* or A in their Extended Project Qualification
(EPQ). The EPQ is a dissertation on a wide range of topics in a
university style report and is an invaluable pre-cursor to higher
education.

Lowena Hull
GCSE Grades:
Ten A*, two 9s
I am really pleased and
excited to get these
results. I’m back up to
London now as I have
been on a four week
course at Imperial
College, London. I’ve been
learning about encryption
and cyber safety; basically,
‘ethical hacking’.
I am so pleased to be
staying on at Portsmouth
High School for A
Levels. I will be taking
mathematics, further
mathematics, physics and
chemistry and really hope
to work in research and
development in possibly
cyber security.

Where did they go?
Students going to university this year secured places at top
institutions and studied a wide range of specialisms and interests
including Accountancy and Finance, Acting and Performance,
Anthropology with Innovation, Chemical Engineering,
Economics, Education, English, French, Geography, History,
International Relations, Italian, Law, Liberal Arts, Marketing,
Management, Mathematics, Medicine, Natural Sciences,
Pharmacy, Philosophy, Politics, Psychology, Real Estate, rural Land
Management and Spanish.
We are very proud of the achievements of our girls and the
expertise of our staff. We continue to refine our curriculum
to ensure our students leave PHS with the qualifications that
admissions tutors and employers value.

GCSE results see our girls achieve 6 times
the national average of top grade 9 across
all subjects
The school was delighted with 84% of girls receiving the
top grades 9-6 at GCSE level. Overall the grades were
98% A*-C/9-5.
There was great success in the STEM subjects with 90% of the
girls receiving A*-B in Biology, Physics and Chemistry. In English,
Spanish and Design Technology there was a 90% success rate of
girls achieving A*-B grades and 100% of girls achieved A* in Latin
and Mandarin.

Charlotte Foster
A Level Grades: AAA
Subjects: Biology,
Chemistry, Psychology
Destination:
University of Sheffield
to study medicine
I came to Portsmouth
High School Sixth Form
having spent a year at
Havant College. I feel
it was the best decision
and it has been a
fun and exciting two
years. It is amazing
to have finally got to
where I have wanted
to get to and all the
teachers have been so
supportive.
Charlotte’s father,
Mr Foster added;
‘Portsmouth High
School has built up
Charlotte’s confidence
while keeping her
grounded.We are
delighted.’

We credit our success to the hard work of our pupils and
specialist teachers, disciplined classes and highly regarded,
traditional courses, which give our girls a firm foundation for
academic excellence.
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Visit our website for more
A Level and GCSE success
stories from our girls...

An ambitious programme of trips and
visits take our girls across the globe...
A 6,000 mile journey to South Africa...

Sixth Formers went on the trip of a
lifetime when they boarded a plane
for the 6,000 mile journey to South
Africa for an educational and cultural
experience of a lifetime...
The girls stayed at Spionkop Lodge,
on the edge of a game reserve
and within sight of the battlefield
of Spionkop. They had a guided
battlefield tour and discussed the
history of South Africa including a
personal experience of what life
was like under Apartheid.
The girls and accompanying
teachers also spent time at
Schitsdrift School, the local Zulu
school, delivering lessons and
spending time playing games and
sport outside of the classroom.
The Zulu children were from the
local area and the delight in their
faces every morning when the
girls arrived was an unforgettable
experience for all.

A music and
cultural trip
to Budapest...

Other highlights of the summer
included a music and cultural trip to
Budapest led by Mr George Tinsley,
Director of Music.
Pupils, parents and staff enjoyed
the cultural splendours of Budapest
during a week’s exciting music and
food tour along the Danube River.
The group performed concerts
at Budapest Zoo and Botanical
Gardens, The Institute of
Musicology; and St Michael’s Church
where appreciative audiences
clapped and shouted for encores.
For the food part of the tour, the
group rolled up their sleeves for a
three hour cooking class, preparing
classic Hungarian dishes such as
the multi-layered Gerbeaud cake,
paprika and onion stew, and chicken
soup with tarragon. Throughout the
visit the pupils sampled Budapest’s
heartiest cuisine, from the full buffet
on the sunset riverboat cruise, to
the puffy fried Lángos flatbread
at the Central Market, to fresh
blackberries plucked straight from
the brambles.

Mathematics
without limits
This term the Mathematics
Department introduced
a new lunchtime A Level
Club for Years 7 and 8.
Keen to give younger
girls a taste of A Level
topics, Mr Henderson,
teacher of mathematics,
said ‘The idea is to take
mathematics out of the
confines of the text
book and give girls a
taste of A Level topics
to inspire their interest.
Today the girls were
differentiating equations
and answering questions
from, and inspired by,
A Level past papers.
Our next topic will be
to look at integration
and then after that, who
knows?
Although the girls
aren’t ready to answer
complex A Level
questions yet they are
getting on well with
the fundamental theory
and their understanding
of all levels of related
mathematical skills will
increase accordingly. It
is super to see younger
students ready to test
and challenge themselves
in mathematics simply
because they are
interested.’

An outdoor
reading room
Planning is underway to
create an outdoor space
for reading in the library
garden at the Senior
School.
A covered seating area is
being designed which will
enable the classroom
to move outdoors and
make the most of the
English sunny weather in
the south whatever the
season.

Coming up
next...

New life for the science garden…
The Science Department at Portsmouth High School is well
equipped with seven modern laboratories providing an ideal learning
environment for achieving excellence in science.
This summer the outside space underwent a transformation
with the installation of an artificial lawn providing a garden space
suitable for all-year round use. Monday lunchtimes took on a
new direction when girls and staff formed the Hi-Sci Garden Club and tasked themselves
with formulating plans to make maximum use of this exciting space.
Their ideas board has been on show. There are plans for raised planters to grow a wild
flower area, vegetables and herbs. Waist high butler sinks will also be used to grow a variety
of other plants. Encouraging wildlife is a top priority and a ‘bug hotel’ is already in situ. Bird
houses will be another feature of the garden area and girls have already used their design
technology skills to make bird feeders.
A seating area with protective sails is planned so science lessons can move outdoors and a
greenhouse will enable plants to be grown for biology experiments.
We are most grateful to the Girls’ Day School Trust for funding the artificial lawn and the
girls are now busy writing a bid proposal in the hope of securing further funds from the
Parent Staff Association to continue to bring their ambitious plans to fruition.
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