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It all starts
in Year 7...
Welcome
Our Year 7 delighted us with
their witty performances
of short interpretations of
Greek myths at the end of
last term with an evening
for parents, it was a most
enjoyable occasion.
Once again the Sixth Form
girls led a triumphant charity
week raising money for
children globally living in
challenging circumstances.
The week long array of
entertainment kept all
amused and engaged topped
by the original and different
take on a fashion show on
the last two evenings.
PHS marked the anniversary
of one hundred years
since the end of WW1 by
staging There But Not There,
an immersive experience
which was a reflective and
emotional evening of poetry,
art, music and performances
mostly written and created
by the girls. Our own festival
of poppies made by Year 9
was a centrepiece installation.
It has been a busy term
and a most productive and
enjoyable one.
Jane Prescott
Headmistress

My first term in Year 7
There But Not There...
Sixth Formers raise over £5000 for Charity
A new Co-curricular Journey

My first term in Year 7...
Wow! What an amazing
first term at Portsmouth
High School and I have
loved every moment
of it.
My highlight of Year
7 so far has definitely
been making lots of new
friends and getting to
know everyone. As soon
as I started at PHS I
immediately felt welcomed
and I knew from that
day on what a great time
I would have here. The
teachers have really helped, not just me, but everyone in
Year 7 to settle in.
Going on the Year 7 bonding trip to the Sir Harold
Hillier Gardens and Fairthorne Manor in September was
thoroughly enjoyable. We had the opportunity to do
climbing, an assault course and lots of fun team activities.
What a great bonding trip it was.
I have been amazed by the variety of clubs on offer both
during and after school. It was so difficult to choose. I
currently participate in netball, trampolining and melody
orchestra, which are all really fun.
Last month I attended the Girls’ Day School Trust schools’
netball tournament. We set off super early in the morning,
taking lots of snacks with us to keep our energy up for
the long day ahead. It was a fantastic day and I not only
enjoyed being part of the Portsmouth High School team
but also meeting lots of other girls from GDST schools
who were also participating.
I enjoy all the lessons at school but my favourites have to
be PE, French and Geography. I am also excited that I am
learning Mandarin; it is challenging but lots of fun.
Starting secondary school can be a daunting experience,
but Portsmouth High School has made it really easy and
enjoyable for us all. I can’t wait for all the new challenges
and opportunities which lie ahead during my time here.
Isobel Clines, Year 7 pupil

Left - Pictures show some of the activities
on the Year 7 Bonding Weekend

Settling into a new school
Head of Year 7, Mrs Sammy Davies, explains how important it is
to make the transition to Senior School as easy as possible.
As Head of Year 7 at
Portsmouth High School
I am particularly proud
of how we facilitate a
smooth transition for
the girls coming from
schools all over the
catchment area as well
as from Portsmouth
High Prep School.
The transition process
begins as early as Year 5
when pupils are invited
to attend taster days to
familiarise themselves with
the Senior School site and
the style of lessons they
can expect in Year 7. They
can also attend one of our
many clubs and experience
lunch in the dining hall. On
Taster Days visiting pupils
are hosted by girls from the
current Year 7 cohort and
are able to tour the school
and ask them any questions.
This process is repeated in
Year 6 to add to the sense of
familiarity with the school.
Before the Entrance
Examination in January,

we hold an Activities
Afternoon when the girls
are able to meet each
other, play games, undertake
challenges and get to
know each other very well
indeed. This opportunity
is designed to remove the
sense of unknown about
the Entrance Examination
itself and the girls are less
nervous on the Saturday
morning as they will
recognise so many girls and
members of staff.
As the spring and summer
months arrive, Deputy
Head, Mrs Trim, and I visit
each of the girls in their
school setting so we are
able to get to know them
and find out what they
enjoy doing and answer any
questions that they may
have about coming into Year
7. We drive many miles to
complete these visits but
they are such an important
way to help your daughter
feel as though she is getting
to know both us and
Portsmouth High School.
In late June, we welcome
all of the girls who will

Girls in Years 7 and 8 rise to the challenge of some
A Level style questions in the lunchtime Maths Club

be joining us in September
to a picnic and a Welcome
Afternoon. We pair them
with a Year 11 pupil who
has been selected to be
their mentor; often this is
determined by the fact that
they might live in the same
area and travel to school
on the same bus or train.
The Year 11 mentor team,
Year 7 tutor team and all of
the Portsmouth High Prep
School Year 6 go to Southsea
Common where they meet
girls joining us in September
and have a picnic and play
lots of games. There is an
opportunity for the girls to
exchange contact details to
ease communication over
the summer and then the
girls have the chance to go
up to their form rooms to
see where they will be in
September.
On the first day back in
September the school is very
quiet with just Year 7s and
their mentor team as well
as the Sixth Form in school.
At the end of the second
week of term we take the
entire year group away on
a bonding trip to the Sir
Harold Hillier Gardens and
Arboretum in Romsey and
then on to Fairthorne Manor
where we spend the night
and take part in activities.
It really is a fantastic
opportunity for the girls to
get to know each other and
is a trip that previous Year
7 girls, who are now in the
Sixth Form, still talk about
even now.

A little later in the term
the Parent Staff Association
generously hosts a pizza
and movie night for the girls
allowing them yet another
chance to get to know one
another and to have a shared
experience. By the end of
September the girls are well
and truly part of the High
School family and are usually
surprised that they felt any
nerves at all about moving up
to Senior School.

Mrs Sammy Davies

“

Head of Year 7
and Head of Careers

We drive many
miles to complete
these visits but they
are such an important
way to help your
daughter feel as
though she is getting
to know both us and
Portsmouth High
School.

”

Year 7 take to the stage

A

t the end of their
first term at the
Senior School Year
7 girls performed a
series of short plays to
visiting schools, and to
their parents, depicting
Greek myths.
They combined great storytelling with moments of comedy and
clever staging. Some wonderful costumes and props all added
up to a superb performance and a reflection of how much they
have managed to achieve after only being together for a few
short weeks. A huge well done to the girls for all their hard
work.

History lesson comes
alive for Year 7

There But
Not There...
There But Not There, an immersive art
experience and concert that marked the
hundredth anniversary of the end of WW1,
took place at the beginning of November.
The evening was the culmination of a sixth month
collaborative project, which involved the art, drama,
English, music and history departments.

The Battle of Hastings created special memories
for Year 7 when, 952 years after the event, they
re-enacted the famous battle in school.
Their history lesson truly came alive when they created
their own weaponry and divided into the Saxons and the
Normans. The girls then staged the famous conflict so they
could visualise each stage and appreciate why each army had
the certain advantages they had.

The evening began with a self-guided immersive art
experience, where guests explored and engaged with
performances and installations around the school.
A strong narrative that ran through these experiences
was the effect of WW1 on women and their vital
contribution to the war effort.
A music and drama concert closed the evening which
included a poignant drama and music performance
of the Christmas Truce and a moving performance of
excerpts from Karl Jenkin’s Armed Man: Mass for Peace.

Year 9 art students researched WW1 diary
entries, letters home and embroidered postcards.
They then designed, printed and embroidered
handkerchiefs depicting individual stories of those
involved. These were displayed on a washing line
at the There But Not There evening.

Sixth Formers raise over
£5,000 for Children on the Edge

T

he Sixth Form at Portsmouth High
School have just held their annual
Charity Week which culminated in a
glittering and dazzling Fashion Show. This
year the girls chose to support Children on
the Edge, a Chichester based charity and
raised an incredible £5166.45 for such a
worthwhile cause.

Charity Week has been a long standing tradition
at the school for over 25 years and is always run
entirely by the Sixth Form. The week is made up of
a fancy dress parade, talent show, games, an annual
netball match versus the Portsmouth Grammar
School’s First XV rugby team and a two night
Fashion Show.
Eloise Armstrong, Fundraising Manager for
Children on the Edge, attended the Fashion Show
and said ‘I was delighted to attend such a
wonderfully produced event. The whole evening
was professional and fun, with first class attention
to detail and design. Every pupil that took part
should be very proud of themselves. Thank you for
bringing hope, life, colour and fun to some of the
most marginalised children in the world today.’

Charity Week Fancy Dress Parade

Netball match against visiting boys
Glamour on the catwalk at the Charity Week Fashion Show

““

Charity week is
one of the highlights
of the school
calendar and we
were really excited to
put our own spin on
it this year.
We charged up the
Fashion Show to
facilitate a theme
of decades, and
we couldn’t wait
to take PHS on a
journey through
time! All of the Sixth
Form have worked
immensely hard,
not just organising
daily events but also
taking responsibility
for the business
side of the week as
well as the finance
and insurance, the
ticketing, marketing
and accompanying
paperwork.
Whilst juggling
this work with A
Levels and other
commitments has
been challenging at
times, we understand
that this is a
reflection of real life,
and continues to
develop in us a work
hard, play hard ethos
which the school has
taught us from the
beginning.

”

”

Rachel Kellagher,
Head Girl

Rise up to the challenge of a new
co-curricular journey at PHS

New Opportunities
Portsmouth High
School offers a huge
choice of co-curricular
opportunities. Girls
gain confidence,
roundedness, a sense
of perspectiveness
and have a lot of fun
through a wide range
of opportunities from
climbing to enterprise
and from cross stitch
to Rock Band.

Co-curricular Fair
At the start of each
term girls are invited to
attend a Co-curricular
Fair where they have
the opportunity to talk
to club organisers and
sign up for clubs of
interest.

Trampolining

Climbing and Boxing

Trampolining Club is
always a popular option
with Year 7 and runs
over several sessions
during the week.
Training is offered by
an external coach from
Portsmouth Schools’
Trampolining Club
who ensures girls
get the opportunity
to compete at all
levels if they wish
to. Portsmouth
High also has an
annual trampolining
competition with
Brighton and Hove
High School, a sister
GDST school.

Climbing Club and
non-contact Boxing
Club are other popular
options. Climbing
Club offers Year 7s
an introduction to
climbing techniques
and a chance to build
trust and confidence in
climbing.
Boxing Club is run
by Q Shillingford
MBE, a GB Boxing
Performance Coach,
who offers an award
scheme for all levels.

Murder in
the Library
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When a murder was committed in the library Year 7s took on the role of detectives to find the culprit.Their fact finding,
interpretation and evidence gathering skills were put to the test and they then had to present their case to peers and teachers.

An insight into Berlin’s turbulent past

Jaya Gunatillaka Engineering Prize

Our group left Portsmouth at 4 am on Friday morning
and arrived in Berlin that afternoon, ready for our walking
tour of the city.

We were delighted to welcome retired chemical engineer,
Jaya Gunatillaka to personally present his Engineering
Prize to this year’s recipient, Ciera Sargent.The prize is
awarded annually to the Best Science Pupil.

We saw Berlin’s most famous landmarks, such as the
Brandenburg Gate and the Holocaust Memorial, which left us
all utterly speechless.
Over the following three days we visited the German
Resistance Museum, The Topography of Terror, The Stasi Prison
Museum, The DDR Museum, The Palace of Tears, and The
Jewish Museum, as well as seeing the whole of the city from
the top of the TV Tower and doing a little stargazing in the
Reichstag Dome.
In most locations we were given a tour by a knowledgeable
guide, which gave us a deeper insight into the city’s turbulent
experience of the 20th century from the perspective of people
who lived through it and still live with the effects.
Elizabeth Byles, Lower 6

Jaya is a STEM ambassador with an interest in promoting STEM
careers to girls and to increase the number of women working
in the many areas of Engineering.
Ciera is currently studying hard for her A Levels in Chemistry,
Physics, Maths and Further Maths and holds a clutch of offers
from top universities to read Natural Sciences; we wish her
every success.
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