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Year 7 perform
‘Eastern Delights’
at the end of their
first term

Year 7 get off to a flying start
Barbados Sports Tour
Sixth Formers raise over £8000 for Charity
History Department leads trip to the battlefields
Headmistress becomes new President of the GSA

Welcome from
the Headmistress
This has been another busy
term which started by
welcoming all our new pupils
and helping them settle in.
Soon they were underway
throwing themselves into our
activity programme along with
our existing girls. Year 7 also
enjoyed their musical and
drama performances. There
was much to keep them busy.
Charity week was another
great success raising funds for
a local charity which supports
the homeless. Fun was had at
all the events and the fashion
shows were showstopper
performances. Of course we
also beat the boys at our
annual netball match to round
off the week.
We congratulate our winning
team in the IBM Smarter
Schools challenge on their
invention to prevent seagulls
taking litter from rubbish bins,
much needed in Southsea.
Congratulations also to our
Deputy Head Mrs Heather
Trim on her nomination in the
i25 awards.
You will see from this
pictorial that the girls are
kept occupied and engaged at
school. I am proud of all their
achievements. The school
values an holistic approach to
education and we are keen to
celebrate achievement in all
its forms. Girls are naturally
curious and want to develop
their interests. The intellectual
adventure starts at PHS the
moment a pupil steps into
our environment and that
is evident in this newsletter
from the autumn term.
As the new President of the
Girls’ School Association
I am pleased to represent
independent girls’ schools
during my year of office and
with a theme of girls for a
global world I am looking
forward to widening our
participation and enabling PHS
to interact even more on the
world stage.
I eagerly look forward to the
spring term
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Year 7 get off to a flying
start in their first term
The Year 7 bonding trip to the Sir Harold Hillier Gardens
and Fairthorne Manor in September was as enjoyable
as ever and the girls made the most of the spell of good
late summer weather.
There were opportunities to do climbing, an assault course
and lots of fun team activities - the perfect opportunity to get
to know each other better...

Year 7 perform
‘Eastern Delights’
At the end of the
autumn term all of
Year 7 performed
their production
Eastern Delights to
180 pupils from local
schools in a matinee
performance. Later
that evening they
performed to their
family and friends.
Audiences were
delighted by their
interpretation of six
different tales and
legends from far away.
Well done to all the
girls for such confident
performances at the
end of only their first
term in the Senior
School.

Problem solving success
for Year 7 and 8 girls
In November girls in Years 7 and 8 were entered for the
BEBRAS competition, an international competition to promote
solving problems using computational thinking skills. Students
in Year 7 were entered for the junior category and Year 8 were
entered for the intermediate category.

During October the Science Department celebrated the
nineteenth annual World Space Week with a series of
lunchtime workshops with physics teacher Dr StocktonChalk.

Many students in both categories were awarded merit and
distinction certificates. Particular congratulations to Mia Zhao
and Sophie Kellagher who achieved “best in school” for their
respective categories.

On the first day girls in Years 7 to 9 gathered to try making
‘astronaut pudding’ by rehydrating a powder pudding mix.
In space astronauts don’t have the luxury of knives, forks or
spoons so the girls had to eat their pudding as an astronaut
would in a gravity free space – by sucking the pudding up
through a plastic bag.

IBM Smarter Schools
Year 8 took part in the IBM Smarter Schools Challenge.
Four members of the IBM Hursley team come to introduce
students to IBM and give examples of the ways IBM has
used their own technology to make the world healthier, less
wasteful, more productive and personalized and more secure.

Learning in action
outside the classroom
The Battle of Hastings will have special memories for Year 7.
The girls made some wonderful swords and homemade shields
and used them in a renacted battle. Cries were heard from the
Bannell Centre on a November morning when battle tactics
were put to the test and the enormity of the victory was
brought to life.

The girls worked in breakout groups of four, using the theme
“Smarter Schools”, to come up with ways of using technology
to help Portsmouth High School to become even more
environmentally friendly. The teams brainstormed and created
story boards of ideas which they then presented to the year
group and judging panel.
The two shortlisted teams’ ideas were the creation of
technology to keep seagulls away from rubbish bins and the
creation of an EcoBand for pupils to record their meal choices
and requests in advance to reduce waste in the dining hall.
Two of the teams were shortlisted and the ‘Seagull’ team went
on to win the next stage of the challenge held at IBM.

Evie Crane, Alexandra Dancey, Jessica Hall and Jules Gaudion
were the winners for their seagull prevention system.
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Barbados
Sports Tour

N

ineteen PHS girls took to the skies to
travel to Barbados on a netball and
hockey tour during the October half-term.
The girls played three
matches in each sport,
winning 2 out of 3
netball matches with
games against Alleyne
School; Foundation
School, which had
some national players
on their side; and
Alexandra School
which was founded in
1894.
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Hockey matches were
played in a 6 a side format
and again PHS won 2 out
of 3 matches playing against
Combermere School and an
Island junior side.
During the tour the girls
saw a great deal of the
island on the Jeep safari,
enjoying historical facts and
geographical features. They

saw monkeys, a mongoose,
huge caterpillars, turtles,
“Tropical reindeer“ (alright
they were sheep), cows,
racehorses and frigate birds
around the island.
Bajan entertainment was
enjoyed at the Harbour
lights event one evening and
a beautiful catamaran trip to
see turtles and a range of
fish swimming above a coral
reef was a highlight.

Special memories were
formed and friendships
made. This was a trip to
remember if not just for the
colour of the sea. Well done
to all the girls for playing
sport in very hot and humid
conditions and being such
fun to be with.

PHS success in National
Schools Trampolining competition
Trampolining is extremely popular at Portsmouth High
School and our girls have just achieved excellent results
in the National Schools’ Competition and have qualified
for the next round to be held at Gillingham.
Congratulations to Tabby in Year 10 for achieving first place in
the U14 intermediate level. Rosie (Year 9) and Daisy (Year 10)
came 1st and 3rd respectively in the U15 novice; Melody (Year
8) and Katie (Year 8) came 1st and 3rd in the U13 novice. Lucy
(Year 13) and Izzy (Year 11) came 1st and 3rd in the over 15
novice and Olivia (Year 5) came 2nd in the U11 novice.
Our Year 7/8 team A team (Evie, Melody, Katie and Immy)
and our Year 9/10 team (Daisy, Rosie and Emily) took first
place as did the Year 11+ team (Lucy, Jemima, Izzy and Emelia).
Lydia is the first Portsmouth High School pupil to compete in
trampolining at elite level and she finished in 5th place. Well
done to all our competitors.

Co-curricular Clubs
Trampolining is just one of the many co-curricular clubs on
offer at Portsmouth High School. Tramploining Club runs
before and after school, and also during lunchtimes. Girls are
welcome to come along and see if they like it. There is no
pressure to compete but, if girls want to, there are plenty of
opportunities to train and progress.
There are over one hundred clubs to choose from at
Portsmouth High School from ceramics to climbing, and from
knitting to horse riding. New clubs are added each term to
keep the programme fresh and take on board interests the
girls themselves have requested.Visit our website for more of
a taste of the activities on offer.
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Sixth Formers raise over £8,000
for local Homeless Charity
Portsmouth High School’s Sixth
Form, led by the Head Girl
team, launched their Charity
Week in November to raise
money for The Society of St
James, a local homeless charity.
‘We decided that we wanted to
support a local homelessness
charity because it is such a
large issue across the UK and
is particularly prominent in
Portsmouth,’ said Head Girl,
Chloe Wildsmith.
The girls spearhead fundraising
activities throughout the year
to generate money and raise
awareness of the charity and the
fundraising culminates in Charity
Week every November.
‘The Society of St James work
with people to identify their
individual needs and to find ways
that we can support them to
make the changes they want to
see in their own lives,’ said Trevor
Pickup, SSJ Chief Executive, ‘The
support of Portsmouth High
School will be invaluable to us and
we are so grateful to the girls for
choosing us as their Sixth Form
Charity.’
Charity Week is enjoyed by the
whole Senior School with a
whirlwind of events for everyone
to get involved with including a
Fancy Dress Parade, Bushtucker
Trials, a Talent Show, a netball
match against Portsmouth
Grammar School boys, and a
glamorous Fashion Show over
two nights.
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Musical Delights in
the Autumn Concert
Teamwork and camaraderie are two of the most
important skills that come from being a musician
and performing with others.

Charity Week Fancy Dress Parade

Last term’s Autumn Concert provided many
opportunities for our musicians to work together to
demonstrate polished performances to an appreciative
audience.
Sisters Alina and Zosia Pilsworth joined forces
in Gershwin’s sultry Summertime, Year 11 friends
Katherine Kelsall and Annalee Macfarlane charmed
with Papageno’s Aria from Mozart’s The Magic Flute,
and trumpet trio Annice Riggott, Eleanor Palmer, and
Georgia Howell skilfully evoked World War I jazz
harmonies in Jeepers Creepers. Year 8’s Jules Gaudion
performed Idol, which she wrote with her music
teacher.

Netball match against visiting boys

Teamwork was also evident in the school’s larger
ensembles, which included Melody Orchestra,
Symphonic Orchestra, and Jazz Band, and the concert
concluded with a toe-tapping rendition of 9 to 5,
enthusiastically sung by the combined pupils and staff
of the Senior Choir. These collaborations, plus several
outstanding soloists including Sixth Form form pianists
Kendra Kittredge and Hannah Woods, created an
unforgettable evening of music.

Head girls sleep under the stars
Chloe and Mabel
from the Head Girl
team both took part
in a sponsored sleep
to kick start Charity
Week in aid of The
Society of St James.
‘It was cold wet
and uncomfortable,
but we were lucky
to come home to
a warm house and
a warm bath unlike
people who are
actually homeless.
I think this
experience was a
real eye opener and
will help motivate us
as we raise money
for our charity. ’ said
Head Girl Chloe.

Tea Time Concert in the Atrium

Tea Time Concerts are held each term in the Atrium
and are less formal but delightful occasions. The autumn
Tea Time Concert saw pupils perform a range of pieces
from classical to pop and all the girls displayed talent
and hard work.

Looking forward... to Sister Act

We are very much looking forward to the next school
musical Sister Act which will be held on Thursday 19 and
Friday 20 March 2020. Tickets are on sale now!
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History Department leads
trip to the Battlefields

The exhausting walk to the top of the Lion’s Mound

During half-term the History Department led a
battlefield trip to France and Belgium.
The first visit was to the Somme region – visiting the
memorials at Theipval and Beaumont-Hamel. This experience
immediately brought home the huge sacrifices and losses of
WWI.
On Saturday the girls toured the Ypres Salient and visited
several WWI cemeteries. They found the stark contrast
between the British and German cemetery sites particularly
interesting; and learnt how history has differently shaped
remembrance in the two countries. The afternoon was spent in
Ypres, where the girls had the opportunity to visit the brilliant
In Flanders Field Museum and look around the town’s many
chocolate shops. That evening they took part in the Last Post
Ceremony at Menin Gate and three of our girls laid a wreath
on behalf of Portsmouth High School. The ceremony was very
moving and allowed the girls to reflect on the enormity of
WWI.

At the Theipval Memorial

On Sunday the trip changed focus and looked at the
Napoleonic war. The girls enjoyed a highly interesting walking
tour of the famous battlefield and survived the exhausting walk
to the top of the Lion’s Mound. Particularly impressive was the
new Waterloo museum – especially the 4D film of the battle –
a cavalry charge in 4D is quite something!
Many thanks to Mr Smith, Miss Scovell, Mrs Prescott and Mr
Prescott for an interesting and action packed weekend.
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A visit to the Newfoundland Memorial

Academic Lecture Fortnight
Academic Lecture fortnight is an annual event which
sees girls from Years 10-13 attending a series of lectures
given in a university style by staff, outside speakers and,
most importantly, their own peers.
The latter this year outnumbered the former and this
demonstrates the commitment of our girls to a high level of
academic research and also having the confidence to speak on
such diverse topics as the science of non-melting chocolate
and The Difference Between.

Portsmouth High School took part in
International Geography Awareness
Week during the autumn term. Year 12
geographers helped to run activities during
lunch times for the whole school to enjoy.
During Monday lunchtime teams took part in a
geography QR code scavenger hunt. On Tuesday
teams participated in The Trade Game, which
simulated some of the issues affecting trade and
development around the world.
The girls had the opportunity to watch David
Attenborough’s greatest moments and some
of his new documentary on Wednesday and on
Thursday there was a fun geography quiz.
On Friday, Mrs Scovell ran a session where girls
learnt how they could use their mobile phones
as part of geography.
The Year 13 geography students prepared and
delivered an assembly to the Senior School
highlighting some of the issues in the news at
the moment and how they link to studying
geography.

Deputy Head Girl Mabel Hutton gave a lecture on the secrets of deep
ocean ecosytems, a topic which has fascinated her since Year 4 at the Prep
School and one she hopes to pursue at university.

Inspiring speakers at the
GDST summit in London
Portsmouth High School is part of the Girls’ Day School
Trust and benefits enormously from
being part of the leading family of
independent girls’ schools in the UK.
The GDST holds numerous
collaborative events for its 25 schools
across the whole academic spectrum
including sport, science, music and the
arts.
Susie Sparkes, Deputy Head Girl at Portsmouth High School
writes ‘During September the Head Girl team had the amazing
opportunity to attend a GDST Summit in London where
we heard from a range of inspiring speakers about the ever
changing world of work and our roles as women to shape its
future.’
‘It was such a positive and empowering atmosphere in which
to address the issues of gender inequality with the other
GDST head girl and leadership teams, and together we formed
a list of new rules by which to follow. These new rules will
allow us to not only thrive in our future careers but also
change the workplace promoting equality.’
Susie Sparkes (Deputy Head Girl)
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Languages are
high on the agenda
The Languages Department held a special celebration
of the diverse cultures and languages in our continent on
European Modern Languages Day. The Day was marked
with talks and presentations for Years 9 and 11.The girls
heard about how we can use our languages to enhance
our experiences both personally and professionally.
We welcomed alumna Eloise Hardy into school to talk about
how she is using her language qualifications in her work. Eloise
studied both French and Spanish at A Level in Portsmouth
High Sixth Form. She is now a journalist, travelling to Latin
America to report on Latin American issues. She spoke
passionately about how her language studies have opened up so
many opportunities to her in terms of travel and professional
development.
Eloise’s key message was that learning a new language has its
challenges but once we achieve a certain level, the rewards are
endless.

Languages Competition Winners

In October, the Languages and Classic Faculty launched a competition to
encourage students to engage with a foreign language in a creative way.
Girls in Years 7 to 10 were invited to present a recipe and girls in the Sixth Form were
invited to present a current news item. Thirty girls across the two age ranges entered
and entries included podcasts, videos, storyboards, recipe cards and menus. The standard
of entry was very high and, as a Faculty, we very much enjoyed judging the entries which
were engaging, fun and full of fabulous language.
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Competition winners (left
to right) Sixth Form category - Olivia Thurlby and
Ella Gillett. Years 7 to10
category winners Sophie
Kellagher and Imogen
Highnam in Year 8.

And they’re off...
Year 7 girls joined Year 6 from the Prep School for a wonderful
Ski Trip to Olympic Village, Bardonecchia in Italy just before
Christmas. Challenges on the slopes were a huge boost for
confidence and by the end of the week everyone had made great
strides in their progress.

Drama Scholar
stages her own
production

Sixth Form Drama Scholar
Imogen Wheeler staged her
own production of Antigone.
Imogen cast and directed a
very talented group of Year 11
drama students who recreated
the Greek classic as a powerful
piece set in post war Russia.
Imogen is using her experience of
directing as her Extended Qualification project. A big thank you
to Olivia Bickley who created the sound and lighting design.
The monies raised goes towards the Head Girls’ charity, The
Society of St James. A huge well done to all of those involved.

Scholarship opportunities
A range of scholarships are available to girls entering
Portsmouth High Sixth Form whether they are moving up
from Year 11 or joining us from outside the school. Academic,
art, music, drama and sport scholarships are all available in the
Sixth Form.
For girls joining Year 7 academic, sport and music scholarships
are also available. Please contact our Admissions Registrar
Charlotte Thomson for further information.
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News in Brief...
Mrs Trim shortlisted for i25 Award
Congratulations to Deputy
Head Mrs Trim who has
been shortlisted for an i25
award which recognises the
independent sector’s leading
influencers and innovators
who have had a positive
impact on children or
independent education.
Mrs Trim joins four other
GDST staff in this year’s top
25.

Election candidates call in at PHS
Thank you to Stephen Morgan, (Labour) Donna Jones
(Conservative), Gerald Vernon-Jackson (Liberal Democrats)
and Vix Lowthian (Green Party) for coming to Portsmouth
High School to talk to the girls during the election campaign.

Jane Prescott becomes President of
the Girls’ Schools Association
Many congratulations to
Headmistress, Jane Prescott,
on her appointment as
President of the Girls’ Schools
Association (GSA). The GSA
represents the Heads of a
diverse range of independent
UK girls’ schools, both day and
boarding, including many of the
top performing schools in the
UK independent sector.
Many of the schools in the
membership were founded in the nineteenth century when
a national movement to provide better education for girls
and women gathered momentum. Today, 21st century girls’
schools come in many different shapes and sizes and highlight
the benefits of being taught in a predominantly girls-only
environment. Helping to inform and influence the national
educational debate, teachers in GSA schools are provided
with a wide range of professional development activities and
opportunities to share best practice. The GSA is a member of
the Independent Schools Council, the body which represents
all leading independent schools in the UK.

A time for kindness
Moved by the suffering of the homeless, Charlotte in Year
9 created an emotional Christmas film showing how a little
kindness can go a long way…
The film can be viewed on YouTube at
https://youtu.be/LKATzf32bFs

Busking for Rainforest Alliance
Year 11 took part in a lunchtime busking event in October and
are proud to say they raised over £110 sponsoring 2 acres of
rainforest and a bit extra! Well done to all the girls.
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