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Senior and Sixth

Summer
examination
results
celebrated

Over half
of all grades A*/A
at A Level and at
GCSE 90% of all
grades A* to B.
There was great cause
for celebration when
those long-awaited
envelopes finally
arrived for A Level and
GCSE students.
A Levels
At A Level girls achieved
over half of all grades at
A*-A. There was an excellent
spread of top grades over
all subjects. All of the girls
taking further mathematics,
Latin, Chinese and design
technology achieved A*-A;
80% of the girls studying
English and French received
A*-A and the majority of
girls who sat mathematics,
chemistry, physics, history

and geography achieved A*-B
grades.
In the Extended Project
Qualification (EPQ), 98%
of the year group gained an
A*-A. This latter qualification
focuses on producing a
dissertation on a wide range
of topics in a university style
and is an invaluable precursor to higher education
GCSEs
At GCSE our girls achieved
90% A* to B grades across all
subjects.
It was another splendid set
of results for STEM subjects
with biology and mathematics
both gaining over 80% 9-7.

Geography and history also
scored above 90% A* to
B, with English securing an
impressive 94% A* to B.

In this issue...
The Year 7 Experience

The importance of languages
continues to be a hallmark
of PHS with 100% scoring
9-7 in Latin and German.
French and Spanish also saw
impressive results with over
80% gaining A* to B.

Wall art raises money
for charity

We are very proud of the
achievements of our girls and
the expertise of our staff.
We continue to refine our
curriculum to ensure our
students leave PHS with the
qualifications that admissions
tutors and employers value.

News in sport

A ‘Cool’ day at Facebook
Celebrating achievements
across the school

No shortage of choice
for Co-Curricular Clubs
Year 9 perform an
evening of Shakespeare
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Welcome
Welcome to Portsmouth
High Senior School and
Sixth Form
It was truly a celebration of
success in the summer for
both GCSE and A Level and
testament to the brilliance of
our pupils and the dedicated
support of expert staff.
However, we are proud of
all achievements and it was
wonderful to watch and
witness the Shakespeare
plays performed by Year 9
and the creativity of the
art department. Girls enjoy
a wide range of clubs and
activities too which broaden
their interests and keep
them busy.
Portsmouth High School
continues to excel in sports
not just locally but also
when competing against our
sister schools in the Girls’
Day School Trust. Pupils are
prepared to have a go even
if it challenges them out of
their comfort zone. Our
Head Girl, Chloe Wildsmith,
remarked on her second
place in the shot put by
saying she just gave it her
best despite it not being her
favourite event. Girls make
the most of school life to
enable them to grow into
interested and interesting
people.
The visit to Facebook is
an example of the type of
networking available to
pupils. It shows the power
of the Trust and the amazing
opportunities which are
unparalleled in their quality.
This pictorial gives a small
taste of the range and variety
of experience on offer at
Portsmouth High School.
Jane Prescott
Headmistress
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Our new Year 7 girls are settling in to Senior School life brilliantly and enjoying their new
timetables, new subjects and more opportunities.They have recently returned from their
bonding weekend and we caught up with a few of them this week to find out what the
best thing about Year 7 is so far…

I’m enjoying making new friends, going to different classrooms for lessons and
finding out about new subjects. EFFIE
I like moving on and learning more things and also having our own lockers to
keep things in. I like it that we are expected to be more responsible for things.
ELIZABETH
I’m enjoying a whole new school environment and making lots of new friends.
SAFFRON
It’s great getting to know all the girls in Year 7 and finding out about new things.
ELLA
It’s great to catch the school minibus every morning and have new teachers for
different subjects. ISLA
I’m enjoying more independence, becoming more organised and trying new
challenges. SOPHIA

Mathematics goes outside the classroom
After their summer examinations, last year’s Year 7 girls enjoyed a day of learning outside
the classroom when they went on an exciting treasure hunt in Portsmouth and Southsea.
The girls split into teams
and followed a trail around
the local area answering
questions at different
locations. Many of the
questions were mathematical
in nature and allowed the
girls to apply some of the
skills they have learned
during their first year in
Senior School.

Head of Mathematics, Mr
Goldbrum said ‘The Treasure
Hunt Challenge was an ideal
opportunity to use some of
the mathematical skills the
girls have learnt in class in
a practical situation. Other
questions were on history
and general knowledge and
without a doubt pupils had a
deeper understanding of the
unique history of our local
area by the end of the day’.

The Year 7 Experience
Year 7 girls set off on a Bonding Weekend away...

The warm September sunshine made the Year 7 bonding
trip feel extra special this year. Full of excitement and
anticipation,Year 7 girls arrived at the Sir Harold Hillier
Gardens and Arboretum in Romsey, ready for a weekend of
fun and challenges.
The girls worked in teams of 7 to crack the twenty challenges
scattered across the 100 acre site. The aim was to work together
to ensure the challenges were solved through teamwork and
strong communication. The cohort did not disappoint and spent

Developing language skills

a fantastic day working through each station which were located
in the grounds.
The party then travelled to Fairthorne Manor where they
enjoyed a campfire and the all-important songs, games in the
sports hall, hot chocolate and cookies. An overnight stay was
followed by a day of kayaking, raft building, a crate challenge,
team challenge and Jacob’s Ladder. A fantastic weekend was had
by all, making many memories. Girls and staff even got some
sleep.

During the summer term girls
in Year 7 enjoyed a 5 day
residential trip to Normandy
when they stayed at Le
Château de la Baudonnière,
an educational residential
centre.
Immersion in the French
language and culture
is hugely beneficial to
developing language
skills and the trip did
not disappoint as all the
activities were expertly
conducted in French by the
fabulous “animateurs”. Girls

enjoyed activities such as
bread making and a very
muddy obstacle course.
The cultural trip to the
incredible Mont St Michel
was also a highlight.
It was such a pleasure to
see the girls’ confidence
grow as they became
accustomed to the
language used by the
group leaders and felt
comfortable to have a
go at speaking French
themselves.
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Artists and designers proudly
display their work
This summer girls
proudly displayed their
work at the annual Art
and Design Technology
exhibition. Parents and
governors joined VIP
guests including the
Deputy Lord Mayor of
Portsmouth, Councillor
Ben Dowling; the Mayors
of Fareham and Havant;
and Chair of The Arts
Society, Portsea Island, Mr
Martin Hunt.
The Deputy Lord Mayor
of Portsmouth said: ‘It
was wonderful to see
how high the quality
of work is at the High
School. It’s clear the girls
work extremely hard.’

Wall art raises money for charity
Local street artist and illustrator
Roo Abrook came into school in
the summer to start off a wall
art project overlooking the sports
surface.
As well as adding colour to the
area, the project will support
the fundraising initiated by girls
from Year 10 to support Ned’s

4

Fund, a charity set up to raise
awareness of mental health in
young people.
Everyone in school has been
invited to add a teardrop
shape to the headdress for a
donation of £1 and this will go
directly to Ned’s Fund.

Celebrating achievements
across the school
Achievements are celebrated regularly across the school
in dedicated celebration assemblies where girls are
recognised for their successes both in school and outside.
Headmistress Mrs Prescott often invites girls to her office
to congratulate them personally on their accomplishments.

The Senior School holds
three formal awards evenings
a year when pupils, staff,
parents and friends gather for
evenings of celebration, often
in the presence of VIPs and
distinguished guest speakers.

Girls across the Senior
School received trophies
and cups celebrating their
achievements in sports
ranging from tennis and
swimming to athletics, hockey
and football.

The first of these, to
celebrate the achievements
of Years 7 to 9, is held during
early summer. This year’s
event welcomed retiring
Chair of Governors, Anne
McMeehan Roberts, who
gave an inspiring speech to
the youngest Senior School
year groups, urging them to
seek out opportunities to
grow and develop. Anne, an
alumna of Portsmouth High
School herself, has been a
hugely committed Chair for
the past six years.

‘Sport is an important
part of our curriculum,’
said Headmistress, Mrs
Jane Prescott. ‘I firmly
believe in school giving a
firm foundation to a life
of participation in physical
activity. Keeping active with
a busy job is difficult but the
interest the girls develop at
school keeps them staying
fit long after they have left
school.’

A dedicated Sports Awards
evening is held in July and this
year the school was delighted
to welcome guest speaker
Goldie Sayers, three-time
Olympian javelin thrower,
British record holder and
11 time UK Champion who
has dominated her sport
and is one of athletics’
most popular ambassadors.

In early September the
school welcomes back Year
13 leavers for an evening
of award celebrations for
girls in Years 11 to 13. This
year’s event was attended
by Cheryl Giovannoni, the
Chief Executive of the Girls’
Day School Trust who, in her
speech told the audience
‘Don’t be held back by what
others think is right for you.
Own your dreams and make
them a reality’.

A ‘cool’ day at Facebook
A group of Girls’ Day School Trust (GDST) Sixth Formers
were lucky enough to spend the day at the Facebook
offices in Rathbone Square in London in July.

Portsmouth High’s Libby and Katie earned their places at the Women
of the Future event along with 12 other Year 12 students from across
GDST schools.
The girls had the opportunity to hear from employees and
tour the site as well as hearing about the decisions that led the
Facebook executives to their current roles.

How do you develop and
market a new perfume?

A group of Year 11 girls found out how to launch a new perfume
first-hand when they went up to the headquarters of Jo Malone
in London for the day. Jo Malone are specialists in candles and
perfumes and gave the girls an insight to what goes on behind the
scenes when creating a new product.
The day was a unique experience giving valuable information
into how new products are created and the goody bags were
fabulous - the girls are still working their way through the
perfume samples.
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News in Sport
Cricket becomes
part of the sport
curriculum
This summer the PE
Department introduced
cricket to the curriculum for
the first time for girls in Years
7 to 11.
Already girls have been
playing in their first cricket
fixtures and Year 10 took
part in a day of cricket at the
Girls’ Day School Trust rally
at Queenswood.

Year 7 storm to
victory in netball

Congratulations to our Year 7
girls who won the Hampshire
Youth games netball
tournament in June.

Year 9 girls win
rounders tournament
The Year 9 rounders team
won the Portsmouth Schools’
Tournament in June. Well
done girls.

Records set at the
GDST Athletics
Tournament

Strong performances from
Ruby Dale in Year 11 and
Head Girl Chloe Wildsmith
in Year 12 brought victories
for Portsmouth High School
at the GDST Athletics
Tournament in the summer
term.
Both girls set new records –
Ruby ran the 100m in 12.82
seconds and Chloe was
victorious in the shot put
throwing 4kg 8.57 metres.
Many congratulations to both
girls.

Tennis since 1902
Portsmouth High School
and a sister GDST school,
Brighton Girls, have played
an annual tennis match every
year since 1902.
The two schools take it
in turn to host the match,
which is always followed by a
legendary tea.
This year Portsmouth hosted
the match and the home
team were victorious. Chef
Manager Mrs Bateman’s tea
proved a delicious way to
end a day out on the tennis
courts.

New records set on
Sports Day
Another successful Sports
Day in June saw Bronte
House win the house event
for the third year running.
Some exceptional
performances saw new
records set: both in the field
and on the track.
Discus
Darcey Clarke in Year 7 set
a new record distance of
20.30m.
Javelin
Matilda Giddings in Year 9
set a new record with a
distance 21.65m.

Darcey Clarke in Year 7 set a new discus record on Sports Day in June

100m sprint
Ruby Dale set a new school
record of 12.69s.
The fun event was won by
Austen and the teachers’
relay race was won by the
Mathematics Department
team.
Well done to all girls who
competed, helped run
events and supported their
teams. There was a great
atmosphere and super team
spirit.
Ruby Dale set a new record in the 100m sprint at the GDST Athletics
Tournament and at Sports Day
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Co-curricular clubs
continue to be a real
strength with over 100
clubs on offer across
the school.
From trampolining to
cupcake making and
from aerial acrobatics
to electronics, there is
something to spark the
interest of every girl.
Clubs take place before
school, during lunchtimes and
at the end of the school day.
Some are purely recreational
and others, such as Medics
Club, play a real part in giving
girls a taste of possible future
careers.
Many activities encourage
girls to become team players
and relate to their peers
socially. Time management
skills are improved and
learning and excelling in a
new activity helps to build
girls’ self-confidence and the
ability to move out of their
comfort zones.

Girls choose which clubs to join at the Co-curricular Fair held at the start of each term

No shortage of choice
for Co-curricular Clubs
“

Wide range of
lunchtime and afterschool clubs include
film, drama, sports
and music… ‘there
are almost too many
to choose from,’
said a parent.

Co-curricular activities
require commitment and at
the end of the programme
pupils are encouraged to
evaluate the activities they
have chosen.
New ideas for clubs are
always welcome - the school
is committed to keeping the
clubs programme fresh and
engaging for all pupils.

Cupcake Club

”

THE GOOD
SCHOOLS GUIDE
2019
Aerial Silks Acrobatic Club

The full Good Schools
Guide report is available
via the school website

Medics Club
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“

Year 9 treat their audience
to an evening of Shakespeare
Year 9 girls treated an audience of parents, friends and staff to a lovely evening
of Shakespeare in July.
Monica Koroma was super as the troubled Hamlet with Faith Adams playing
the distraught Ophelia. The Macbeth cast created some wonderful ensemble
scenes of witches and warriors with Tilly Frayne shining as Lady Macbeth.
The evening finished with a comedy retelling of Twelfth Night. Who can forget
Alice Summers in her wild yellow stockings! A huge well done to all the girls
for a successful evening.

”

HighNews
Portsmouth High School, Kent Road, Southsea,
Hampshire PO5 3EQ www.portsmouthhigh.co.uk
 admissions@por.gdst.net  023 9282 6714

8

