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St Tabitha’s to the rescue...
Year 6 take the law into their own hands in an
amazing performance over two nights on stage

Congratulations to Year 6 at
Portsmouth High Prep School
for an incredible performance
of ‘St Tabitha’s to the Rescue’, a
play written and directed by their
English teacher, Dr David Barrett.

two crooks planning an ambitious
robbery to steal the Star of Bengal, a
priceless diamond, the girls decided
to take the law into their own hands
but unfortunately things did not go
quite according to plan.

When the girls of St Tabitha’s School
set off on an Upper Third hockey
tour of France, it turned out to be
even more of an adventure than they
ever imagined. After overhearing

Director Dr Barrett said ‘The girls
worked incredibly hard to put on
an amazing performance over two
nights. Teamwork made the play
such a success on all fronts and I am

very proud of the girls’. Headmaster
of the Prep School, Mr Marshallsay,
said ‘Dr Barrett set high standards
for the performance which would
befit a touring company. The girls
experienced what it is like to be part
of a full, professional production and
they had a wonderful time doing so.
It was a real highlight of the school
year’.

Welcome to
Portsmouth High
Prep and Pre-School
This summer has been
particularly exciting with
our new all-weather sports
pitch in full use for matches
and training sessions.
We have added new
dimensions to our explorer
programme and have
enjoyed our first term as a
Beach School.

A colourful experience
at the GDST science
conference

I do hope you enjoy a taste
of some of the activities on
offer here.
Paul Marshallsay
Headmaster, Prep
and Pre-School

Years 1 and 2 became
explorers when the enjoyed a
visit to the Mary Rose museum.
They took part in two
interactive workshops about
Tudor life, and looked at the
diet and exercise of the men
aboard the ship.
They also had the opportunity
to explore the museum seeing
the famous dog skeleton, the
feeling rope and wood from the
actual Mary Rose ship.

To learn we need to have
a variety of skills and core
competencies. Our ability
to think, problem solve
and apply our knowledge
is essential to making
progress. At Portsmouth
High Prep School we work
with the girls to create
curious explorers. Our
children are not mere
attenders dividing their day
into different subjects, but
think imaginatively and are
resilient when faced with a
problem.
This is a school where
intellectual curiosity is
developed and where girls
enjoy learning through a
range of opportunities
both inside and outside the
classroom.

History came to life for
Years 1 and 2

Venture Award for
Years 5 and 6
Just before half term Years 5
and 6 packed their rucksacks
and went on an adventure in
the great outdoors.
The Venture Award, inspired by
the Duke of Edinburgh Award
taken by Senior School pupils,
involves an expedition element
camping under canvas and
navigating outdoors.

Five Year 5 pupils recently travelled to London for this
year’s GDST science conference which was themed
around the fascinating world of colour.
The girls conducted their own chromatography experiments,
created a vanishing picture using friction pens and experienced
different coloured glows by lighting chemicals in a bunsen
burner. The day culminated in a stunning live performance
featuring hydrogen explosions and liquid nitrogen rainfall.

An action-packed trip for Year 3

Year 3 spent
an active few
days on their
residential trip to
Marwell activity
centre...

This year the weather was kind
making the trip even more
enjoyable. The girls rose to the
challenges of the expedition
admirably proving they can
be independent and wellorganised.

Year 3 conquered their
fears and tried out a range of
adventurous activities such as
aerial adventure trails high up
in the treetops, a zip wire and
a giant swing. They also took
part in canoeing, archery and
navigated challenging obstacle
courses.
The girls really got into the
spirit of the outdoors, singing
songs around the camp fire and
toasting marshmallows in the
evening. All in all a fantastic trip
enjoyed by both pupils and staff.

Young musicians
shine at the
summer
concert

The Summer Concert at the Prep School
during the summer term was a joyous
occasion which celebrated the musical
talents of so many girls across the school.
The audience were treated
to a variety of pieces
from Vivaldi to Adele and
even one of the girl’s own
compositions.

by Mrs Prescott and
Mr Marshallsay. Well
done girls for some truly
remarkable performances.

Earlier in the term girls
took part in the Prep
School Young Musician of
the Year competition and
the Summer Concert was
an ideal occasion for the
presentation of the prizes

Young Musician of the
Year Runner-Up

Young Musician of
the Year Winner
Nicole Parker

Check

Reception Class take the lead
in learning French
Reception Class has weekly French lessons and regualrly
take it in turns to ask questions and count in French in front
of the class.
Specialist teacher Mme Arthers said ‘It is never too late to
learn a language. It is important very young children under 7
are exposed to another language. After this age their natural
ability to listen to and retain languages declines so this
window of opportunity should be available for all the girls
from Pre-School upwards’.

In the summer Year 6 girls were investigating salt in rocks
and getting used to working in a formal laboratory setting
at the Senior School before joining Year 7 in September.

Prep School building
exterior is rejuvenated
Portsmouth High Prep School’s
main building has just emerged
from a chrysalis of scaffolding
and pink netting to reveal a
beautiful transformation.
A renowned landmark in Southsea,
the much-loved Thomas Ellis
Owen building has undergone
an extensive programme of
refurbishment over the summer.
The exterior has been freshly
painted, the windows renovated
and the architraves have all been
refurbished by hand. The weather
vane on the highest point of the
building has been refurbished
too and is a glorious sight in the
beautiful sunshine.

Pre-School join Languages Day
Pre-School joined in on a dedicated Languages
Day held at the Prep School in the summer
term. The theme of the day was Conquerors and
Explorers. They listened to older girls finding out
about Christopher Columbus in Spanish and
joined in a Travelling around the World chorus in
French.
Pre-School also enjoyed making their very
own shields ready for battle and were proud to
display them for the camera.

Year 5 sailors get out
on the water
The Year 5 sailing week this year saw a mixture of
weather conditions but the girls all enjoyed the
challenge and thrill of getting out on the water and
learning new skills.
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